
 

 

 

BBGK’s conservation strategy targeting priority species of the Balkans:  

the example of the INTERREG programme CONSE-PP 

 

The project “Ιmproving the conservation of priority plants in the cross-border area” (acronym Conse-pp) aims at 

protecting biodiversity in the cross-border area of Greece and the Republic of North Macedonia by prioritizing 

selected plant species and subspecies (taxa), i.e. priority A taxa (122 threatened and near threatened plants), B (372 

local Balkan endemic plants) and C (237 rare plants). The project’s scope is three-fold: to document in situ the 

species-specific risks-threats, to offer ex situ conservation for them as a back-up solution for future re-introductions, 

and to introduce specific actions raising public awareness and alertness about the importance of local biodiversity. 

Within the framework of the project, a total of 20 botanical exploration missions were carried out in selected cross-

border areas to record in situ species-specific threat-risks and to acquire appropriate initial propagation material for 

ex situ conservation. The material collected from nature in the form of seeds, cuttings and / or the whole plant 

corresponds to > 550 accession numbers. A total of 70 breeding protocols were created, > 2,500 plants were 

produced and special equipment was procured for the needs of the project. Then for a period of about 10 months 

the target plants were kept in 2.5l pots in the mother plantations of IPBGR-HAO Demeter (https://ipgrb.gr/) where 

mild nutrition and plant protection measures were applied. Also, all the collected material was evaluated and 

studied for the first time in terms of its ornamental value and its ability to be maintained ex situ in specially designed 

environments at three different points of action.  

Most of the priority plants are perennial herbaceous, with flowering period mainly in the months of May to 

September, they grow in sunny and/or partially shaded places, on stony slopes and rocky soils and have low 

demands on inputs, such as irrigation, fertilization and plant protection. In particular, about 30 taxa have aromatic 

and /or medicinal properties, such as the different species of thyme, sage and sideritis, 25 have proven commercial 

value, such as Achillea clypeolata, Dianthus pinifolius subsp. pinifolius, Erodium absinthoides subsp. guicciardii, 

Geranium subcaulescens, Geum coccineum, Iris reichenbachii, Jovibarba heuffelii, Lilium candidum, Lilium martagon, 

Salvia jurisicii and Viscaria atropurpurea. Also, more than 60 taxa have special flowering and ornamental interest, 

such as Achillea holosericea, Alchemilla serbica, Alyssum doerfleri, Centaurea immanuelis-loewii, Centaurea 

prespana, Cerastium banaticum subsp. speciosum, Dianthus petraeus subsp. οrbelicus, Dianthus viscidus and Salvia 

ringens. 

The target plants reproduced, constitute the living rescue collections of three action points: i) a new thematic 

section in the Balkan Botanical Garden of Kroussia (BBGK), with 104 target species and subspecies, ii) a specially 

designed public park in the Munipalicity of Thermi, and iii) a new rock garden in the Garden of Environmental 

Awareness of IPBGR-HAO Demeter with 192 target species and subspecies. From these three points, the 

conservation status of BBGK differs considerably in terms of soil and climatic conditions, as the target plants are 

tested at an altitude of 600 m, where the temperature and relative humidity of the atmosphere differ from those of 

the other two. So far, the results from the acclimatization process of the plants and their growth in the soil are very 

encouraging.  

In parallel with the ex situ conservation of priority plants, two applications where designed: i) a GIS application, for 

monitoring the  biological-ecological requirements and characteristics of the priority species, and ii) a mobile 

application (Mobile App) which gives the user the opportunity to discover and get to know 107 target species and 

subspecies - priority taxa. The link for Google Play is: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bbgk. The 

link for the App Store is: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/conse-pp/id1502030411. 

https://ipgrb.gr/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bbgk
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/conse-pp/id1502030411
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Figure 1-4. Views of the new thematic section in the Balkan Botanical Garden of Kroussia (BBGK) 

 



 

 

 

  

  
 

Figure 5-8. Ex situ conservation of priority plants in bloom. 



 

 

 

  
 

Figure 9-10. Mobile application with 107 target species and subspecies of priority taxa. 

 

 

 


